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O^J ^JT-J^"*-^* ^a^loU ^Ucj^l jjxll (S^k^ o^y^aAl I4J Cjj£^ 

J j (_sJc- LljU-aJal J tljSjaiC. Ajllijjjll ojIaAuJI ^ 4 ^ 0 • V 

Jjuic. (JjijLuJI (jjSlI (Jlj^ ^OJj-^jll -3*J*) (j'>J^'^^l LSjW^' cs^^' 

sj]-iuiill djjlgJl jjJ^ J^AjaI] ^}.uic ^LJI ^11-1^1 <vl^ij|j tJ^iLiAil 

. n Y Y ^Ifr JjVl (_>aLjC. aUill ^ CS-"J^ -jLaj*^! t-ilaJI Jxii ^yiiJI ^Jc- 

CjIj\j£ ^ La£ ^iKll Ai^la (jJJ (jj^licj^l Quj^jouiJI s^lill Cj^yLuiljxj 

s^^jaj^lj ^ajaLail Ijla^ U:!-^' tlW^J^)*^' (jjjll ^jj^jjaII 

(Barros, Couto, Castanheda, Correia, and Bocarro,) 
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_n£ .-'^ OA. jjj 

l^^ilC' jj^l (j^^iJ ^J:?^ "^-irftlf- a^li dll^j J I (-il t J (jl^ ^Lui^ - ^* - j 

(JjIjjII <c.j-4a^ jjSVIj ^^VI L^jjy^aa, 4(_5JlijJjll LjjjuojVl 

(The Arquivo Nacional da Torre do Tombo) 

i \ VYA ^[c .lla (JUu^l <Liu^l& ((<:^^±ul^ -Lxiij (.jjjujj^l 1^ -^J:! 

^ AjIUcj^I s^)]aAuiII Cll^pjoi jIjaII ^Loisf - ■ '-~ j ^ J 

^U^l i_uS" l^Jc (_3^]aJj l—LuijVI liA 4jjJ^I dAc a\\ I— iIIj (JAL^a 

y^j .<LjkL* "I y ijA^ ^ J (Os codices Monsoon) "^iAui>*i' 
i_uLj q1£ (^ill (Joao de Castro - jj^^ ij^ jlj^. ,^1 j-ja lSjI-^j) 

. <kjJll lilt J!li. jii-j aj.^ill ^^ <uj«JI 

:i:>Uall 
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"Basra in the period of Portuguese control over 
the Gulf". (Study of the sources) 

By: Dr. Mohammed Hameed Al-Salman 
Kingdom of Bahrain 

Abstract: 

Portugal, a small kingdom on the fringes of Europe, in just a few 
years established an empire in the East, from East Africa and the 
Arabian Gulf to the Indonesian archipelago and China Sea. 
Portuguese motives centred essentially on the economic potential 
of seeking out the places of origin of spices, and they used their 
modern European naval power and political sytems to carry out 
these aims. From an early stage in their voyages to the Indian 
Ocean they unilaterally declared that all spice trade was to be 
conducted by themselves or their allies. In addition, the 
Portuguese strove to enhance their image in history by 
encouraging their chroniclers to write and publish works on the 
heroism of "Os Lusiadas" in the age of discovery. 

In fact, the period of Portuguese influence in the Gulf has been 
generally regarded as one of the most important periods in the 
region's history. In addition, Portuguese invaded successfully the 
Gulf by their modern ships called (Naus, Caravelas, e Gales), 
and other. On the other hand, there was a lack for modern ships, 
for war or commerce, in the Gulf at that time. 
A satisfactory historical approach has not yet been established 
regarding the reality of Portugal's role in the Gulf. Conferences 
held about the Portuguese in the Gulf region, have gone no 
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further than repeat what we know about Portuguese conquests in 
the Indian Ocean and the Gulf, and the objectives of the 
Portuguese at the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

This paper deals with Basra in the period of Portuguese control 
over the Gulf during XVI century. With Display the original 
Portuguese documents, it will examine and discuss Portuguese 
activities near and in Basra during the XVI century depends on 
Portuguese Archives. 

The core function of this paper, is to discover the kind of the 
relations between the Portuguese and the local powers in Basra, 
such as the Al- Muntafiq tribe, during that century. More focus 
on the Turkish occupation of Basra in 1546, and the conflict 
between both strong power, the Portuguese and the Ottomans at 
Basra. 

It should be noted, that most of the Portuguese documents have 
not been translated into English or Arabic, and many of them are 
still unpublished. There was also difficulty in locating certain 
sources, because some documents brought from India to Lisbon 
during the period in question were lost, whether at sea or in 
fighting with other Europeans. 

In spite of these problems, extant Portuguese sources are very 
valuable about history of the Gulf, and in particular, on Basra. 
The most useful contemporary eyewitness sources from the 
discovery period are in the Portuguese archives, especially the 
oldest and the most important of the Portuguese collections, the 
Arquivo Nacional da Torre do Tombo (ANTT), which was 
established in Lisbon in 1378. The (ANTT) also has several 
smaller collections of documents which are important for the 
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events of the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula. One of them is 'Cartas 
de Ormuz a Dom Joao de Castro' - the letters from Hormuz to 
Joao de Castro, who was Viceroy of India in the period 1545-48. 
Recently, two Portuguese historians have published a selection 
of these letters. They contain some important information about 
the Ottoman occupation of Basra and relations between the 
Portuguese and Basra's Tribes, as well as, Hormuz and Basra 
relations during that time. 

In addition to all these manuscript administrative sources, there 
is also a rich chronicle literature that relates, often in detail, the 
achievements of the Portuguese in Asia and Africa. The principal 
chroniclers are Barros, Couto, Castanheda, Correia, and Bocarro, 
who each held the position of 'Keeper of Records'. Some of 
these historians were relatives of the royal household or under 
royal patronage and direction in both Portugal and Spain. 

jj-^ ^yiskJIj Ljli^j t^^yji (j<a ("l "i'iol .(J^jJoaII i_gk '^Jjjji Ajj^jjal^jj^j 

J=^j Lulu j^I 

4jj.iaJI -^''■■'^ Lajxc. (jjjuill (3^LL4l ^jjL (jjjlUujjll j3*:!J 

CjsjII > jjftj *(Naus, Caravelas, e Gales) : 
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lillU Jj^Vl t^lll ^LiiV ^UJI 4^ AaulU jll (3]ali»ll j> dlaJl 
(j-a L^jIjIj L^jIc o^jlajjoill -"'j'" dl jlgjllj (Jjljjll ojl-?^ (JS (ji 'UiHjJjVl 

flSJ"^ JJ-^ dlLul^j (J^ I jj-^ (jjJLij^l (jl tlilJjl ' "a . _Jaia -^M al^ Jj^ jj 

(Jaiou] ^jIjII (j<a AI^jaII lillj (jc. <j>^laJI <uilj^l cs^J 

(jc Ajj^joixll AjIUcjjJI s^)IaAui!l Cluj^ La.^ ^ X (^cjIaJI 
l_Sji^ .IxJ CjI^ (_3^\jj!I ^ (j-'^*"' C5^' 2x1 J ^jI^I (J^j^ 

t<iil^ i^J^J jiU-al] ^>ijic (_>jjljai]| (jjall ^ILua ^jl-sW j_gJlij^>j]| J j«-3l 

^^^]c jjj ^(-.1 ^"^-^S/lj ^ijil^ujl jjU";\l ^jjW (J^'^>^ Cll^ 

CjI^^IuiI .^Ij Jj^-^'^l (jc f^uij Vl^>A ( jxjA 
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UU S jal jlall ^^Uj jJI Uli^ jVI jLojcVI 

(J^^ jf ,^jaJI ^cjIaJlj (^.^j^l .Lja^l (3^Ll«I ^Uu^l tifuM 

;_>jjLJI jjall Jjljl jjjJI lillj 

CjjA/^ AjIUjjjII AjjIjVI CjIjIjSII j CjLI jjll Jl CjUa jkLJI 

^IjJ*^! ^"j;^ J^J U*^' jjc. (JljLa 1 ^ nl-iT ^ji (Jj (.la-J Ajj^)*]! ji 

•4j (jjiL V (ji lilli (_5Jj t "a>^ii .(_5Jljujjll i-jjjuljVl ClLjla-a (j-a*^ i-jSjVlj 

j^lj jLij^l jjjj (_^^)2>J| ^li^jx J!lLk 4J jf»i] aJLslj^I Ai^l 

(j^asiJ CljIaAui j»lc. j_jia iiilli JllaSj .Ai^iLi. Cjaja.f jt ^Ijj^l 

Ij^js [Carrack) ^jj 6* t>-" ^j^' ^j^i?-"'^' 
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(The Arquivo Nacional da Torre do Tombo) 

^ijoa ^ UU. jA J i^WA lijt (ANTT) J' j J 

^cjI^L u'^J' '"^j"* (J:^-^ (ilLlA (j-iul <ji (J^^UaU ^jjuiC' ^^Luill (j^J^I O"^^ 

(J^joij (lyj-^l 'jj^ iVjiji 4^ljl^)Jll ill* ^j^j (^^^ 4i-_i^)s«JI jsL^ j\ 

Corpo ) 'Sj^ j^' "Sj^j^' ^ ml mil 4£. j--^ - (_g.Ai.iLi Ia jjSi J L^ji .^iiijj^ull 

(^-ajoiJ ClLjiax b2c 4jijia-a <ajJj AX^'l'X ^^jja^j 4 (CrOnolOgiCO 

Jj*J AcjAa-all (_y9 AjijjujjVl -' .ojj-^ ji (.ji (Ma^OS) 

Kj^^ll ^^laLLa (J£] (Jj tjLlJliiJ ^jl-sll Ai^la] QjiA (j^J jjic. (JjiJLjJI ^jjlll 

(_5jc. ci?-" tSSl-i* 4<Jjbyi Ajj,V,-iflll ClUajIai-all ^jft ^^L^aS 
sj^U-aJI Ajiujlall djila^l j jLafrVl a^ .djIilL Ulijaij LuaiI aJUjjJI 

^ill ^^,^1 ijdade de Ouro) -i ^^j^ll ^ 
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J jjjl JjjiJ (^^1 j.i^tJI liSljJ Ajjoujjll Cj!lajaJI j 

- Diogo do Couto, Decadas, ed. 

- Joao de Barros, Asia, ed. - 

- Femao Lopes Castanheda, Historia do Descobrimentos e 
Conquista da India pelos Portugueses, ed. 

- Caspar Correia, Lendas da India, ed. 

- Antonio Bocarro, Decada 13 da Historia da India 

- Damiao de Goes, Cronica do Felicissimo Rei D. Manuel, ed. 

jt Ajjjjil (_ja <£lLall ^ -"''j ' ti''«<tij (Jj^jjaII #.VjA o^"^ .-i^' 

-j_^UjjJ| .iLaJiVI ^ ^ jt JUjjjII J^iaiuil <kj^ ^ jl£ sAja. 
Clj-a ^ ^ ^ O ^Ic. '-'»;^ (^'j 4<*jljll Ajjjuixll (_y9 .lai ' (BaiTOs) 

t ^ or A-^ ^ ^jjj u ^ (^illj ( Nuno da Cunh - '-^ ^ijj) j^^^ 
jjjaJI jjc. Ajjj^a (Barros) aj*^il IjSi liSU* jt LaS .^^^ ©XH 

JOoVI (jlj j-ajA (t^'-^' u'jJ^) C?^'^' ^Lc- (jjJlxJjJI JJ (_ylc. 

Xhe - IjJj^^ JJ"^ '-^j) ^:}^t IAjjSIj ojx^jII (jc. Ljaji <Aia CjLajlsua 

oAi ^Ift ^^1^ oi^JI jsLu, ^ . C*) (Travels of Pedro Teixeira 
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Jan - u'j''^''"^ <j?^^ (j^) (Jjx^j dl_jiui .ixj 

(Teixeira) ^-i^j * ^^'^ (JjAaII (Huyghen Van Linschoten 

)<5AV ^jVl tuii>» ^jkil (Teixeira) Jj -^sj aJUujJI 

AjIUu^I ajlaall ajj-ojll Aj^uAI ^^iajj (_5jVI (Jj.iaJI (jt LaSj 



Table- 1. Customs Revenues of Hormuz in the 1540s 



Source of Revenue 


Amount (in ashrafi) 


Trade from Gujarat 


35,000 


Trade from Persia 


35,000 


Trade to and from Basra 


9,000 


Trade from Sind 


8,000 


Duties paid by Portuguese 


10,000 


Total 


97,000 



t> W^j^ ^LiaJl ii-lj JjoJI (jjjUl liA J!>Lk. j>ia .{Carreira Da India 

^Liajj joAAll Ajal^)xll jjaIIIj o^_)]|j jj*. JiLo ^LiaJl 

( \ . U <iuJ 4jbVI AjKI >i>lLio-UJI ) 

( "^^^ ) 



' 'j' ^^Ij 4(_jSju1«^I (jSLaallj ijl-ajoJIj jJ^)aJI (Jj<a jVj jljJjuo (j<a dllilLj (_>uj^ 
^ IaIjjoij sIa (IAjJCj '^JJJ^' CjI^jxuIaII ijC ^yLjaS (<jJaallj 

(Jaxj ClljlS Aj^pall '-'Kj.'r.^l ^ «' Cf" iS^^J^^ La£ 

(_g.iftii.iiJ 4jtJ^)xiij • ^ ij (s.^^lj LTJ^^' ^.'^^ ^^asll ^ . J 

_ (^°) s jA jjj {tarrdda) j^^^ 

iiillijj . ■ — ■ A« "-"^ • • (jjj La AjIUu^I j-9jA JJfc 4(_5-a!5Luiyl (JJjuIaII 
djOa. La£ 

. ^ on (Behchior Tavares de Sousa) ^J^\ ^ 

lilljA LaS . '^'^^ lilLiA aJUjjj]! (JLiLLLJI ^ (_ULlj]| ojiaJl . ..1 j . ..j 
^ 4jin1juillj AjjL-ajaVI ^L-iajVI (jC Ajllij^l (jjljjllj jjL-axll 6A1.1C. CjljLij 
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ajIUujjII 3*->* ojjb^ajll 1^ ^^cilLoIl^ f-Lac. j ia,t (Bcii tjlyaaii) 

_(^') Ajjall (_y9 ajx^jll ^Ua* (J^Aa .lie. ^ j' — ■ ^Inl (jj^jjj liSljjVl jji jSij 
(J^axJ J^jj (jLiuiII 1^ Clljlial ^cjI^I ^ (jjjlUcJJ^I ^ ^ai^jli^l^ 

(JA ^ue^\ i—ijiaA -^"'T-^*^ ' (jJ^Uujjll (Ljajf j^l ' _ ''^ 7- (jx <uf La£ 

Ajjl^all ^Lk^^all lilljjVl Ijl-iLll (jti j<aj* f^-^_>^ Aj^lsul (jljaJI 

(j^aaJ (JjlLa ajx^ajU l^jj^^j ^jla-all sjLaall 

. ^'''^^ (Luis Falcao) jt^-JI > ja ^ 
^ AjLiia Cj\s:5lt i(Luis Falcao) cs^ (^^j^ll lsj^^I 

AJa (jjjlljcj^l '/'^T-; IjiSj CB^^ dijljl LaAuiVj sjx^jll ^ AjJ^)xJI (JjLaII 

{hd muitos tempos que tivemos amizade) 
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.(jjixU^ (jj aSLjiA (Behchior Tavarez de Sousa) c^^j^ll 
f^j 'oy^^ j^^ (fustas) l> t>^ f:?^ j 

(de Sousa) •■^■^ o-* ^.i-all ^ sjLaall (jx Sja^jII lilljiiVl 

. Al-^l ^ >> (Luis Falcao) J\ W^l-jj 

Antao de ) jc-i*ll ^jIUjjjII ^Ull Jluijj ^ ^ lil m >iaJI jjLisJI 

(illi l^lAkluiV j-ajA (I j^) L>« ^■'■■^^A. s^Luia <--ilaJ (Noroiiha 

Alvaro da ) jc-^l o-^Lj^ ajIUljjjII s^LuiaII ciL^j iuij _<£\jxl\ <iijxl\ s . uu^'iNfi 
^ (^Uu jJI ^Ull jl Vj j^l <^Uw Ljja jA\ (Silveira 

y^^) Jj^^ (j^ I^jlLsj ^Lljll ^7-->- ' 2 . ula'.'.Nfl tliuj 

^00'^ jJj=^l AjSjoII ^U'.ll JJjii oj..^ill Cjj£i La£ 

AaI Ujjlj (_jic. SJj-aj]l jj Lilj ^al~. f.Luiai'^l ^1 J jjjU (jjLsLilL CllAJ 

(ly^>=^l jj^ (.S^ f J? 3 ^^^y Ia^j ojjy^jll (jx tjjla V • (_jJI_j2kJ <LaaJI 
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Cy (Pedro de Sousa) j^^l J-ja A*ia ^IS J^J (^jjII s>^1 ^Ij 

sjx^jII «.L1iaJ (jJjIUcJ^I A^ukc ^jJajJ (sjxdJI 

.^iia-al] ^)jic. ^jjiJiLoill tjj^l (j-a cJjVl cj^^li. I^jjaaI 

<jj^ijAj ^IxJ^I L^lujjVl '"'^ j"'- (jAjJa Ul^ sjSljILa Ajljf Ai^j tilU^ 

.(Gregorio Da Quadra) t5^-^ cs^^-W jlS ^ o W 

A jiJ U£ j^VI 4^ .ti jaLLII c_iIa jIIojo jj-oVI (■^j) jUalui 

4 j-s I-i. ^1 i ^ O W ^aJl ^ j-a 'Li, jiill (-^ j) (jUai" Jj3 LaJUC j .ClI _jiui 

(JU.ijij| e^Lijij '((_>^) l3>»^j1' i-_ljajj oj^jlall ^jjAaII (Jx^j La.ljc.j .^^t-A 

f.lb<al3 <lij jjc. AjjjxII /■ Ij^ . ^jaSj aIsUII (jx j3 (<Uc. <laaJI 

(^UujjII li& Lajjl J .(^UjjjII li* ojjja Jja till i qI£ (JX j 
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. ^^^^ (ANTT) ^ o\ . (.Ic 

tSlL ^Ija^l jjfc ^ (Gregorio Da Quadra) 

Duarte ) (^^^' ^j_>*^ Ljajt ^ajIxaII > jmu LaS « ^''"''"^ ^^aj^jJl) 
t j]| killj tltij^^l jj^ Aijjju- aJUj jj A^xUi (j=jjj]|)j .(Barbosa 

4jJ^)sil s^^^^l <l>jj Jaxuj (jjSLaJ I^IS ^j!"^ '-^J 

(jl LaJjla S(_5jJaJI (J-al j (jJ (jj^ lilLall jl^j -K.^ (_5jat ^ liSlijl (jjjskjll 

^c^l ^^j^ LoK 4ji ^^^jj^l dibit clijl£j "i^ill jjUaLjJI 

^^^^ (jjjLajJjjoi) ^UII ^ (_jJc. (jJjSkjll 

jA tiiSliajl (Joao De Meira) j^-i^ t-^^ <^ j^' ^ j 

> jA 4jiJa ojli (Joao De Meira) j '^j .» >-^l 

JUjj. Jj>aJ JjVl ^ i(1515-1518 Albuquerque Pero de) JjVI 

N.° 805-(Nucleo Antigo) 

Ui^j3^' jLS ( _ ^ Lo^ ojjSjLall aI^^Ij (JJjIa ^jl L_ii^)iJlj 

iiiJjjSjjll tUjjS tl'ljig nulls '(J^JjW) f^J ^^-^ ^-»S cs^-^' ji ^tA] (jjJlij^>JI 

joj Uua jA <iliw jjIc (Joao De Meira) '.ijj^^ ^pj^' j^-^ 
jfrAJI ajlaj (navio Sao Jorge) ^ijiuiiJ cP=^ ^ o w ajjjj ^ Aj ^ o 
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<LiaJI jjajUl <^ '>>jA Jj^jll j*j '(Antonio Gil) 

Igj-ij ^jVl Aiujll .<ia-i AjjUj <k j jjj 4 j& ^^Uj jjII j. .T>ll 

.^jjjll-»j^>jll oj^ (Jj-^ 4^-»all (Jjj-aj (JjS ;ji 

Diogo Lopes de ) u^j '(Antonio de Saldanha) 

lilL J JiU. ;>j 4^oYY.'^ou c^\u. ^ (Sequeira 

-ut n o H jA^uLij X A t>SjS i> (D. Manuel I) "JjVI Jj^iU" JU2 jJI 
J _jk^i 2^ ^ o n ^Ift Ija. j> (Saldanha) -ijl^l J^j^ ^ 

^ oj^l^ '(Lourengo, Sao Colecgdo Ultramarina Portuguesa) 
(Luis Falcao) >> j*^ j^l' c5 j^-^l -ij^l Jjs 6* ^ ^ y 
^_y~^\ ^ djoaJj i(Joao de Castro) j^^ t^j 

_(^'^) lilljjVU <a!>lc ^ sjjb^jll <— ijS (jj-uiuiAll (jx (jjjjl (_5Jc. 

AJUu^jJI (_3jIj_j]| (yi L5>^ j_gJLij^)jJl LjUiijVI cJljLa 
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